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Upcoming Programs
To register, visit our website or scan the QR code on this page.

November 12, 2024
Wake Up West Coast
7:30 AM – 9:00 AM
Haworth Hotel

Discover how to cultivate self-acceptance and escape the 
comparison trap at Wake Up West Coast, featuring Topsie 
VandenBosch, founder of Topsie VandenBosch Coaching. 
This powerful session will help attendees utilize their 
unique skills and contributions and foster a healthier, 
more productive mindset.

Program Sponsor: Holland Board of Public Works

Save the Date for Future Wake Up 
West Coast Programs:

•	 February 11, 2025 | Abbey Johnston, Conscious 

Leadership

•	 March 11, 2025 | To Be Announced

•	 April 15, 2025 | To Be Announced

•	 May 6, 2025 | To Be Announced – Special Edition: 

Leadership Live!

November 21, 2024
Women Inspiring Women
3:30 PM – 5:00 PM
Macatawa Golf Club

Join us for an inspiring afternoon as women in all stages of 
their careers connect over appetizers, cocktails, and mocktails. 
Guest speaker Ann Collins, President and Integrator at Dietz 
Property Group, will share six key principles to help you drive 
yourself forward and be unstoppable in leadership and life.

December 4, 2024
Social Hour with the Chamber
4:30 PM – 6:00 PM
BAM! Entertainment Center

Build connections and network at this informal, unstructured 
networking program at the BAM! Cave. Enjoy a beverage from 
the cash bar and engage in meaningful conversation while 
staying out of the cold at Social Hour with the Chamber. 

Sponsorship Opportunities Available

Save the Date for Upcoming Programs
•	 January 14, 2025 | Economic Forecast with Paul Isely

•	 January 23, 2025 | Power Lunch
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Get to Know Your Secretary  
of State, Jocelyn Benson
By Jocelyn Benson | Michigan Secretary of State

What advice would you give to the 
next generation hoping to get involved 
in public service?

You are entering into a world full of uncertainty. From 

public health crises to climate change to fears over gun 

violence to economic stratification to the rise of artificial 

intelligence to the loss of civility in our public discourse, 

there is a lot going on. It is easy to allow fear, 

uncertainty, and doubt to grip us in moments like this as 

we struggle to cope, adapt and adjust to this wholesale 

disruption of norms. And yet, despite all that uncertainty, 

you have the power to determine the future not just of 

your life but of our democracy, our country, and our 

world. So, choose to respond to this moment with 

courage, strengthened by truth, undeterred by 

discomfort, emboldened by grace and empowered to 

persevere in service of who you are, the rights you stand 

for, the freedoms you fight for, and the democracy we all 

What inspired you to pursue a career 
in public service, and specifically the 
role of Secretary of State?

I started my career in Montgomery, Alabama 

investigating extremist groups that were committing hate 

crimes around the country. My time in Selma inspired me 

to continue the work of those who stood at the foot of 

the Edmund Pettus Bridge 60 years ago, facing down 

violence, tear gas and billy clubs simply to ensure that 

the one person one vote promise written in our 

constitution is a reality for everyone. I love my current 

job as Michigan’s chief motor vehicle officer and chief 

election officer because it enables me to ensure 

government works well for everyone and everyone has 

access to the ballot box. I believe our best opportunity to 

ensure everyone has a fair shot in Michigan begins and 

ends with making sure every voice is heard, and that 

government truly and efficiently serves every community.
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seek to protect. One where every vote counts and where 

every voice is heard. Where equality thrives and justice 

prevails. That is the world we all must fight for together.

How do you balance your personal and 
professional life?

I love my work serving the people of Michigan and I love 

being a mom of an 8-year-old precocious little boy. I 

balance both through working to connect the two — 

serving the state and serving my family through being 

fully present and committed to both. I also am a runner, 

and starting every day with a run helps me clear my head 

and focus on the work in front of me.

What has been your greatest 
achievement since being elected as 
Secretary of State?

When I first took office in 2019, I visited every one of our 

131 branch offices. The inefficiency of our office, often 

requiring residents to wait 3-5 hours in order to complete 

the most basic services with the state, was immediately 

apparent and unacceptable. So, we got to work 

completely modernizing how we deliver our services and 

now, I am proud to say, it’s possible to get in and out of 

our branch offices in 20 minutes or less. And if you want, 

you can renew your license and vehicle plates while 

grocery shopping at Kroger or Meijer. I am also proud that 

while doing all of this we were able to oversee the back-

to-back highest turnout elections in our state history, in 

2020 and 2022.

Please share any relevant updates from 
the Secretary of State office.

It’s a new day for democracy in Michigan, and all citizens 

now have more options than ever before to cast their 

ballot, including at least 9 days of early in person voting 

across the state. Do your part for our democracy by 

voting in every election and get your information from 

trusted sources like Michigan.gov/Vote.

Jocelyn Benson is Michigan’s 43rd Secretary of State. She has become a national leader in securing accessible 
elections, overseeing Michigan’s 2020 and 2022 elections, which had record-breaking turnout and enhanced 
security. This work earned her recognition, including the John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage Award. Benson 
implemented new voting rights, including absentee voting, and led over 250 audits affirming election integrity.

Benson also transformed the Secretary of State’s office by expanding online services, installing 160+ self-service 
stations, and eliminating long wait times. Most transactions are now completed online, with office visits averaging 
20 minutes.

A Harvard Law graduate, Benson was the youngest dean of Wayne State University Law School. She authored State 
Secretaries of State: Guardians of the Democratic Process and co-founded Military Spouses of Michigan. In 2015, 
she joined the Michigan Women’s Hall of Fame and completed the Boston Marathon while 8 months pregnant.
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H A P P E N I N G S

Hungerford celebrated their rebranding with an energetic ribbon 
cutting celebration.

Christian Healthcare Centers broke ground on their newest primary 
healthcare center in Holland.

Chamber Board Members enjoyed Jodi’s Berry Spritzer, part of a 
Community Cocktail Campaign.

Redwood Apartment Neighborhoods marked the opening of their 
new apartments with a ribbon cutting.

McAlister’s Deli kicked off their grand opening with a lively ribbon 
cutting.

Dr. Kevin Mays poses with Chamber President, Jodi Owczarski, at the 
first Wake Up West Coast of the year.



 T H E  W E S T  C O A S T  WAY   |   1 7

Engaged leaders learned strategies from Chris Heileman at a Leading 
Edge Workshop.

Car Center celebrated their new location in Holland with an 
exciting ribbon cutting.

Members of the Zeeland community connected at Compassionate 
Heart Ministries for Zeeland Network.

Community members gathered at Rivers Ace to celebrate the 
opening of their new store.

The West Coast Leadership Class of 2024-25 kicked off the year with an engaging retreat.

Chamber members made several new connections at 
Power Lunch.

HG Medical marked the opening of their Holland location with a 
ribbon cutting.



LG Energy Solution Michigan, Inc. 
Invests in Positive Community Impact

As a proud sponsor of the West Coast Chamber, LG 

Energy Solution Michigan, Inc. values the growth and 

prosperity of the Holland and West Michigan communities. 

The company is committed to bringing the green 

technology industry to West Michigan in a way that 

positively impacts the surrounding community.

LG Energy Solution Michigan, Inc. was established in 2012 

as a wholly-owned subsidiary of LG Energy Solution, a 

leading global lithium-ion battery manufacturer supplying 

batteries for electric vehicles, mobility, IT and energy 

storage systems. The company partners with some of the 

most recognizable automotive brands in the world — 

including GM, Stellantis, and Ford — in accelerating EV 

transition for a cleaner future. 

LG Energy Solution Michigan, Inc. has been a partner of 

the Holland community, regularly sponsoring Tulip Time 

and many other local events. This past spring, the 
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Premier Partner Spotlight

company partnered with the West Coast Chamber to sponsor 

the third annual Community Impact Day. The event provided 

over 1,500 volunteer opportunities at 70 different nonprofit 

organizations and municipalities along the lakeshore. 

Volunteers completed over 4,500 hours of work, helping our 

community remain a wonderful place to work, play and live.  

Through its generous engagement and involvement in the 

region, LG Energy Solution Michigan, Inc. has established 

itself as an integral part of the West Michigan community.  

It is passionate about paving the path towards a more 

sustainable future. By 

powering EV today, they 

are preserving tomorrow. 
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* Indicates years of membership

AAC Credit Union
AES
Alzheimer’s Association Greater 

Michigan Chapter
Anchor In-Home Care
Anderson Keegin & Associates, Inc. 

– OI Global Par
Arcadia Capital
Artex Label & Graphics Inc.
Artisan Medical Displays – 5*
Beeler, Stephen L PE – 5*
Bowerman Blueberries Farm Market
Brain & Body Chiropractic
BuhlerPrince, Inc.
Challenge Island 
Checkers
ChoiceOne Bank
Christian Brothers Automotive
Community Action House
Community Choice Credit Union – 20*
Comprehensive Ear & Hearing	
Coral Gables Yachts	
Creative Dining Services, Inc.	
Culver’s of Holland	
DC Battery Hub-MI, LLC
DD Wind Trucking, Inc.
Donkersloot Law Office
Donkersloot Law Office
Dri-Design – 20*
Dutch Touch Growers Inc.
Edge Insurance Group
Emma Jo & Co.

It’s All About YOU
The West Coast Chamber’s Why boils down to this: It’s All About You. 
Being a partner for you, a resource for you, and an ally for you. 
When you renew your Chamber membership, it tells us that we are 
being responsive to your needs and providing value, and that you 
trust us to be here for your business whenever you need us. Your 
renewal is the ultimate source of feedback on the positive impact the 
West Coast Chamber has on fostering strong businesses that support 
a thriving community. Thank you!

We appreciate our members who recently 
renewed their memberships: 

Renewing Members

New Members

Ensign Equipment
Envizion IT
Evolve by Design, Inc.
Express Employment  

Professionals – 10*
Extol, Inc.
Farm Bureau Insurance Spears – 10*
Feeding America West Michigan
Forty Two North Custom Homes – 5*
Freedom Village Holland
Goodwill Store - North Holland
Goodwill Store - South Holland
Goodwill Store - Zeeland
Great Lakes Commercial Finance
Green Fork Food
Holland Area Arts Council
Holland Museum
Hudsonville Creamery & Ice Cream 

Company – 20*
Huizenga Redi-Mix Inc.
Hungry for Christ
jb and me
JMB Propertys LLC
JR Automation
Junior Achievement of the Michigan 

Great Lakes, Inc.
K-Line Industries, Inc.
KNITit LLC
Kozaks of Holland – 10*
Lakeshore Dentistry, P.L.C.
Laurie Birkholz MD & Associates

Mutually Human
Natalie Pifer
(616) 475-4225
www.mutuallyhuman.com
natalie.pifer@mutuallyhuman.com

Potomac Law Group
Laura Chappelle
(517) 281-1515
www.potomaclaw.com
lchappelle@potomaclaw.com

Lifeline Ministries No 2
Medilodge of Holland
Meyering Insurance Agency, Inc.
Momentum Center
Nadine’s Fish Tips n Wings
NewCNC.com
Nourished Hearts
Office Outlet / The Company Store
Out of the Barn, LLC
Phares Family Dentistry
Profile Tool, Inc.
Quality Car Wash
Radius Advisory Group
RedWater Group
Resthaven
Second Story Counseling
Sigvaris
Skiles Tavern
Smith Haughey Rice & Roegge
Sonscreens
StrEATs Taco Kitchen 

Axios HR	
Nicholas Melero
(616) 396-6712
www.staffinginc.com	
nmelero@axioshr.com

Brian Christopher, LLC
Brian Christopher
www.brianchristopherllc.com
bchristopher@leanoptima.com

Welcoming these new  
members who recently 
joined the West Coast 
Chamber

Tanglewood Winery
The Bridge – 10*
The Bridge Youth Center
The IMK Group
The Poppy Peach – 5*
The Six Eight Cafe & Boutique at Better 

Way Designs
Thompson M-TEC
Transnation Title Agency of Michigan
Tropical Smoothie Café – 5*
United Manufacturing, Inc.
Vision Designs of West Michigan
Wassink Plumbing
Waverly Stone Gastropubc
West Michigan Airport Authority  

(WMAA) – 10*
West Ottawa Public Schools – 40*
Wonderland Tire Company
Worksighted
Xtreme Auto – 10*
Zoet Financial

Comparion Insurance Agency
Sam Thomas
(616) 432-5026
www.comparioninsurance.com
sam.thomas@comparioninsurance.com

Coverall of Western Michigan
Bob Wingate
(616) 954-3860
www.coverall.com
wmsales@coverallgreatlakes.com

http://www.mutuallyhuman.com
mailto:natalie.pifer@mutuallyhuman.com
http://www.potomaclaw.com
http://www.comparioninsurance.com
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